
1. Welcome  Steve Waters welcomed all present and made introductions. 

2. In Attendance 
 

The following were in attendance: Parish Council members, Steve Waters; Nicola Crush; Nigel 
Richards; Tania Gray; Chris-Oakley-Holton; Elizabeth Taylor; Ward Councillor Keith McLean; 
PCSO Arlene Ormston; Graham Foster; Sarah Hoskins; Julia and Mark Ellis; Kimberley Modd; 
Elizabeth Richards; Jane Halford; Stephen Baron; and David Hackett.  

3. Governance 
 

Elizabeth Taylor (Clerk) confirmed the re-election of Steve Waters as chair and appointment of 
Nigel Richards as deputy-chair, replacing Nicola Crush.  Elizabeth thanked Nicola for her many 
years of service as deputy chair and confirmed that the all other roles and areas of focus remained 
the same. 

4. Looking back at 
2015/16 
 

Steve Waters reflected on what was achieved by the parish council in the previous year. 

 Steve reported that Moulsoe Parish Council (MPC) has been working with Thames Valley 
Police to continue our speed watch effort he thanked Chris Oakley-Holton and his team of 
speed watchers, which included residents, Sarah Hoskins, Kay Hamilton, Graham Foster, 
TVP PCSOs, who give up their time to help raise speed awareness. 

 He noted a number of burglaries in the village, which is of concern to all residents and he 
welcomed new PCSO Arlene Ormston from Thames Valley Police in Newport Pagnell at the 
meeting. 

 Arlene introduced herself and provided her contact details (which have been noted on 
moulsoeparish.org).  She informed residents that she has been patrolling Moulsoe and 
monitoring speeding.  She provided some statistics of crimes reported in Moulsoe and invited 
residents to contact her should they have any concerns or like any advice.  Arlene suggested 
establishing a Neighbourhood Watch group as a practical way to avoid burglaries.  She said a 
group of six volunteers including a co-ordinator would be required to work with TVP as a 
Neighbourhood Watch. 

 Steve reported the good news for MPC was that it was successful in its applications for funds 
to improve the play area near Moulsoe Millennium Hall.  The play area had not enjoyed any 
investment since 1998 and a facelift was well overdue.  He reported that £9,750 was secured 
from MK Council last financial year and a further £43,000 had recently been secured from 
landfill charity, WREN.  This was a major achievement and together with a budget of £3,000 
set aside by MPC, the project would include a number of new items, rather than a 
straightforward refurbishment, which is great news for the children of Moulsoe, both present 
and future.  He noted a number of conditions that we needed to be satisfied, which would be 
discussed later in the meeting.  

 Steve reported that, as a result of moves at MK Council to devolve services, such as street 
cleansing and landscaping, to local parish councils, MPC has taken the difficult decision to 
increase the precept to £25.18p per band D household, an increase of 30% on last year to 
prepare for this additional expense.   

 Steve advised that consultation on the latest iteration of Plan:MK commenced in March and 
continues until 9 June and encouraged all Moulsoe residents to submit their comments before 
this date. 

 Steve confirmed that Peter Crush stepped down as MPC’s appointed internal auditor and 
thanked Peter for his time, given voluntarily, to audit our accounts and financial management.  
He reported that MPC is still looking for a new internal auditor, and asked interested parties to 
contact the parish clerk. 

 Steve went on to express his thanks to the parish council team for their hard work and time, 
also given voluntarily, to help manage Moulsoe Parish now and for the future. 

5. Financial 
Statement 

Elizabeth Taylor (Clerk) set out the headlines for the financial year April 2016 to March 2017. 

 The financial year with cash of £6,360.  Expenditure in the year totalled £2,900. After receipts 
and expenditure, the cash position as at 31 March 2017 was £6,150 and the accounts 
balanced at £9,340.  The annual accounts were approved and are ready for internal audit 
before being submitted for external audit.   

 The budget for 2017/18 shows regular expenditure rising £9,340, which includes a planned 
capital expenditure of £3,000 for play equipment and a contingency 0f £725 for Plan:MK 
advice and communications. 

 Regular expenditure continues to exceed income from precept, which, in the past has been 
covered through capital reserves.  As a result of planned capital expenditure and the potential 
impact of the moves by MK Council to devolve services from local council level to parish 
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council level, MPC increased the precept £19.49 to £25.18 per Band D household. 

 MK Council continues to hold £11,500 in Section 106 funds, which MPC aims to use to fund 
bus stop safety measures and the purchase of a SID or a contribution towards some hard 
traffic calming measures.   

6. Priorities for 
2017/18 

Nigel Richards presented the priorities for the parish council for the year ahead 

 Nigel thanked Steve and Liz for their hard work, particularly the time spend on the consultation 
on Plan:MK.  He reported that Plan:MK the parish council’s key current issue – the 
consultation period is due to end on 9 June 2017.  

 He reported that the parish council’s key project for the year would be to commence and 
complete the play area improvement project. Try to ward off a threat to the small play area 
situated in the Cranfield end of the village. 

 He confirmed that the parish council will continue to monitor traffic through Moulsoe and work 
with TVP to minimise the impact of developments in Cranfield and the surrounding areas. 

 He confirmed that the parish council would like to hear comments and feedback from 
residents and will continue to keep everyone updated through Moulsoe Mail, the website and 
our Facebook page. 

7. Plan:MK Steve Waters confirmed that the next iteration of Plan:MK was in consultation, until 9 June 2017.  
He said that the parish council will make a submission, but it was also important for individuals to 
do so also.  He confirmed that links to the relevant information had been posted on the website 
and encouraged residents to share their own views with the parish council so these can be taken 
in to account with its submission.  He said the current plans propose a “protected” zone around 
Moulsoe village, protected until 2031 unless the housing targets in other areas are not met.   

He confirmed parish council is seriously considering applying for a grant to prepare a 
Neighbourhood Plan.  A Neighbourhood would enable the residents of Moulsoe decide on the 
future of the parish and help ward off any unwanted development.  

Ward Councillor Keith McLean confirmed his support for the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan 
and many other parish councils in the surrounding area are doing the same.  He emphasised that 
a Neighbourhood Plan is not a parish council action – it would need to involve all residents of 
Moulsoe and it would take up to 18 months to finalise with the support of a specialised consultant.  
He said the plan would not only address housing, it would also address residents’ views about 
facilities, including a village shop, schooling, etc.  

Steve confirmed that the parish council will be preparing a crib sheet that residents may use if they 
wish to help them prepare their own submissions for the consultation deadline of 9 June 2017.  
The crib sheet should be ready in about ten days. 

8. Broadband Steve Waters reported that the BDUK planned delivery of service to Moulsoe remained as 
2018/19 and BT Openreach was currently operating behind schedule.  He confirmed that internet 
service provider, IDNET, in conjunction with Cranfield University, can now provide an improved 
broadband service to Moulsoe via a wireless broadband solution.  He advised interested parties to 
get in touch with him. 

9. Play Equipment Nicola Crush presented the key points of the play area improvement project and requested input 
from parents to help ensure that project could be brought to life.  She confirmed that the funds 
secured from landfill charity, WREN, are conditional upon residents’ input.  Nicola used posters to 
illustrate the parish council’s plans and options and she discussed with those present a range of 
ideas for design and equipment and Nicola undertook to put these to MK Council representative, 
Phil Snell, for consideration.  

10. Questions and 
Open Forum 
 

The floor is opened to residents to raise and discuss any local issue: 

 Sarah Hoskins asked Steve Waters about a recent siting of workmen installing fibre optic 
cables in Moulsoe and Steve undertook check this with MK Council. (MK Council has since 
confirmed to Steve that they are not aware that this installation is in respect of a BDUK 
delivery). 

 Sarah Hoskins suggested publishing a footpath map and the Elizabeth Taylor offered to check 
for a link to publish on moulsoeparish.org. 

 Kimberley Modd asked if the local council had plans to install a footpath from the cluster of 
houses at the Cranfield end of the village to the Millennium Hall, especially in light of the plans 
to improve the play area.  She noted that footpaths in the part of the village from Moulsoe 
Millennium Hall to the A509 end had recently been refurbished.  Elizabeth Taylor undertook to 
pass on this question to the ward councillors. 

 
Meeting closed.  
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